
A message from our head teacher:  

Dear families and friends of our school community,  

What an interesting and challenging term we have had here at 
Ysgol Heol Goffa.  Like many schools across Wales, the UK 
and much of the world, we have seen a big change in how we 
work, communicate and teach.  The support of parents, the 
flexibility of pupils to adapt and the creativity of school staff 
has meant we have been able to continue 
engaging, educating and ensuring the wellbeing of our pupils, 
families and staff during the most difficult of times.    
As we approach an unusual Christmas break, I would like to 
thank all pupils, staff, governors and families for your warm 
welcome during my first half term at Heol Goffa.  I look forward to meeting many more of 
you in the new year, virtually and hopefully in person very soon.    

I wish you all the very best and safest of 
Christmases and hope you can manage to 
share some of the festive season with your 
loved ones.    
I look forward to welcoming the pupils and 
school community back in the new year.  
Stay Safe, Seasons Greetings and look out 
for one and other.  

Miss Ceri Hopkins  
 

Ysgol Heol Goffa - Autumn Term 2020 

We have Twitter & 

Facebook! 

Follow us:  

@ysgolheolgoffa 



MSU 

We have had a very different term but the boys have been working 

really hard on their IEP targets and also getting ready for the 

festivities. Thank you to all pupils, parents and staff for all they 

have done this term. It is very much appreciated and we would like 

to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy 2021.   

STEP 

In STEP this term we have been exploring the 

exciting culture of Mexico. We have tried lots of 

different Mexican food flavours, decorated masks 

and had a ‘Dia De Los Muertos’ party. We also 

explored the Ancient gods from Mayan Culture. 



Class 3 

Class 3 have been very busy this term. We started the term off with lots 

of work about colours and happiness. We really enjoyed reading ‘The 

Colour Monster’ and exploring our feelings and emotions. With Miss 

Ritchie we did work on superheroes and looked at how awesome we all 

are. This term has finished off with lots of lovely Christmas activities and 

we have been working hard mastering our personal skills and 

developing our communication. Well done Class 3! 

Class 2 
Well what a year it has been, but Class 2 has not let Covid get in the way of our fun! 

As we returned to school (some beginning their new school journey), following a 

very ‘different’ and scary time, our aim was to settle back in and make sure that we 

all stayed healthy and happy. 

We started the new school year with activities based on the book ‘The Colour 

Monster’ by Anna Llenas. The book explores 6 colours and feelings in a fun and 

gentle way. Each week, through all areas of learning, we explored a different colour 

and feeling. The aim was for us to be able to name, sign and recognise the colours 

and feelings in ourselves and others, by providing very sensory experiences (e.g. 

tasting different colour foods, mixing our own colours and producing beautiful 

artwork). We had a rainbow of fun, messy and sensory activities, both indoors and 

outdoors. We have not only learnt about colours and feelings but also; helped each 

other to build and retain friendships, regain our sense of place and belonging. We 

also had lots of fun taking part in therapies such as Atmospherics, Sensology and 

FRT (reflexology) to enable us to be calm, grounded and ready to learn, and above 

all, safe and happy. 



Class 4 

We have had great fun in our 

class this term. The boys 

have all settled in really 

well and have made 

some strong friendships. This 

term we have focused on our 

general health and well-

being. The boys have all 

completed some fantastic 

work. We are very 

proud of how well they have 

coped with these strange 

times.   

Class 5 
This term Class 5 have been focusing on Health & Happiness. It’s been a fun filled 

time with various activities to enhance the children’s learning.   

Back in September we celebrated Roald Dahl Day & Talk Like A Pirate Day. Here 

are some pictures of us all dressed up for the occasions!    

We have been focusing on our well-being and have been reading lots of books to 

help us understand feelings and emotions – My Many Coloured Days by Dr 

Seuss, The Colour Monster by Anna Llenas and Have you Filled Your Bucket 

Today? by Carol McCloud and many more.  

During these unprecedented times rainbows have been shared everywhere 

as a symbol of hope, that better things are to come. We made our very own special 

rainbow in class to remind us of this.  



Class 6 

Class 6 have had a fantastic start to their year. We welcomed three 

new pupils and everyone has 

worked so hard. We have had 

birthday celebrations, new literacy 

and maths groups and have 

enjoyed walks to Park Howard. 

Have a lovely Christmas everyone. 

See you all in January. 

Class 7 

We have been learning all about how Christmas is celebrated in 

the Ukraine. We have been sending 

postcards and photos and teaching 

the children in a Ukrainian school all 

about life in Wales. We have 

enjoyed listening to traditional 

stories from Eastern Europe, 

especially The Christmas Spider’s 

Miracle. 

 

 

 

 



Class 8 

Class 8 have had a wonderful term focusing on health and 

happiness. We have ended the term with lots of fun Christmas 

activities.  We would like to say:  

 

メリークリスマス

Merīkurisumasu, 

Merry Christmas.  

Class 9 

We have had great fun in our class this term. All have made some new 

friendships and strengthened existing ones as well. This 

term the focus has been health and wellbeing. Some days have been 

very messy but it has resulted in so many smiles and active learning. We 

loved the Christmas fun and 

games!   



Class 10 

We began this year 

as Superheroes! 

We designed our 

own superhero 

logos, created our own costumes and masks and even our own 

training academy. We read the ‘Supertato’ series of books, 

made our own veggie characters and planned our own 

Superhero stories. 

More recently we’ve had great fun learning about Christmas in 

Germany, making our own costumes from recycled materials 

and filming the concert using a green screen. 

Karen ‘TV’ 

The pupils in the Sensory Learning 

room have worked well and Karen 

successfully recorded daily 

sessions on ClassDojo during the 

isolation period. This has 

been fondly known as ‘Karen 

TV’ and we have continued 

to access and enjoy these back in 

the classroom.   

Clwb Hwyl 

Clwb Hwyl is an afterschool 

provision run by the Youth support 

Service for targeted 

pupils. Clwb Hwyl started back 

virtually this term with a small 

group of pupils taking part in 

weekly Zoom meetings.   



 

With the many changes and restrictions our focus has been 

on Health and Wellbeing. Activities have been ongoing to promote 

healthy minds and bodies. In daily sessions pupils have chosen 

yoga, gym, walking in the park or mindful activities such as art.   

Pupils have been encouraged to find strategies that make them feel 

happy – these have varied from listening to feel good songs to 

pounding on the treadmill in the gym.   

Pupils ICT skills have progressed and ‘Teams’ meetings have 

proved successful during school time and the isolation period.   

Outdoor learning day was a 

huge success with pupils 

involved in arts and crafts and 

den building and we 

all enjoyed a lovely hotdog in 

the afternoon sunshine.  

Amazing stuff Senior School! 

Senior School Café 

 

This term’s project was to design and run a Café.  With 
the limited space available we decided the way forward 
was to make a mobile café. An old tricycle 
was acquired, and work started to convert it. With some 
careful planning and excellent practical skills displayed by 
all, including tiling and wood work, the café started to 
take shape. The finishing touches were added and the 
donation of a coffee machine from Arron-Rhys meant 
that the Heol Goffa Coffee Company ‘Caffi Môr’ was 
born.  The work doesn’t stop here!  Pupils will now need 
to develop their enterprise and hospitality skills to make 
this a successful venture. Well done and good luck!  



School Council 

 

There have been many activities 

organised this term by the School 

Council.  

We had Yellow Day in October 

where pupils and staff wore 

yellow to raise awareness of 

young people’s mental health. 

We took part in activities to help 

with our health and well being.  

  

We also raised money for Children in Need and The Alzheimer’s 

Society.  For The Alzheimer’s Society we dressed as elves and had 

lots of fun. We raised £303 for this cause that is close to our hearts. 

Thank you to everyone who donated!  

 

We finished our term in school 

with our traditional Christmas 

jumper competition – lots of 

snazzy jumpers were on show 

and sadly we had to disqualify 

Mr Welton for not complying 

with the School council rules.   

 



Our Heol Goffa Family  

 

2020 is nearly over, what a strange year it has been  

Stuck in our homes and floating in our bubbles  

Saying hello to our friends on a screen  

  

No bus trips, no skiing, no cafes for toast  

No ball-pool, no swimming and songs in the hall  

Stopped have the things that we love the most  

  

But we mustn’t grumble we’ve made our own fun  

  

We’ve walked to Park Howard, swung on the swings  

Collected autumn leaves and played in the sand  

We’ve climbed the castles, pretending we’re kings  

  

Our class is our café where we order our tea  

Nutella, jam, and hot chocolates are free  

Having fun and parties with our Heol Goffa family  

  

We are learning, we are thriving, we are trying our best  

Hoping next year that things will get better     

But for now, let’s enjoy Christmas and a well-deserved 

rest  

 

By Mrs Johnston 



Virtual Christmas Concert 

Our Christmas concert this year was a little different but 

special all the same. We hope you enjoyed our videos 

from around the world as much as we enjoyed making 

them. The videos are available to view on Dojo. Thank you 

to Mrs Francis-Jones & Mrs Radford for making it possible 

and putting the show together.  

Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda!  

Christmas PTA Fundraiser 

Wow! Thanks to everyone's generosity we have raised 

a whopping £1,631 through our auction and raffle. 

Thank you too all the local businesses that donated to 

our school, we could not have done it without you. 

Thank you to Miss Hunter and Jade for your hard work 

in organising and running the raffle and auction.  

 

 

New School Update! 

Pupils from Heol Goffa have met with members from the local authority to make sure that 
architects know what they would like at the new build.  These include: A ski slope, outdoor 
seating areas, swimming pool, relaxing areas with beanbags, a sunken trampoline, a ball 

pool, a drama room and a rabbit! 

Miss Hopkins has been to visit the site with architects from CCC and after a successful 
public consultation, the Welsh Government have approved the Ysgol Heol Goffa Outline 
Business Case at its Investment Panel meeting.  We will now be progressing to the Full 

Business Case in Spring which if approved by Welsh Government will provide the capital 
investment required (75% Welsh Government / 25% Local Authority) to build a new 120 

place Special School for the pupils of Ysgol Heol Goffa. 

 

 

 

Eco-Council 

Thank you to everyone that has worked so 

hard on eco activities in school and at home 

during lockdown. We are delighted that this 

has been recognised and we have been 

awarded our 3rd Platinum Flag. Well done 

everyone – keep up the good work with 

recycling, waste management, looking after 

our school grounds 

and raising money 

for charities.    


